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The stopped spiritual development in the Western culture
Michael Schutz

Introduction
All life is development, all life is evalution,

Accarding to the Indian philosophy and
religion, very special to the Advaita Vedanta,
the life is in its almost unlimited space and
time a process of change. This very complex
process produces the realization of
consciousness: first from atom to stone, then
to plant, animal, humans etc. (1)

For us, as mostly material fixed and thinking
beings the understanding of the cosmic
evolution is limited by our perception in the
physical world. The scientist described it in
its different parts we call biology, physics,
chemistry, astronomy etc. The higher levels
af existence of humans and also another
being are outside of scientific or human
perception (2).

However, the Indian subcontinent was given
many avatars, which could be able to
describe, for commeon science not available,
the higher levels of human and cosmic
consciousness: The Truth, God, The Spirit.
This Truth and its understanding is limited
ta all aspirants by personal consciousness
and environmental culture {3}, (4).
Consequently, when the aspirant is a spiritual
person, but born in difficult and unsuitable
environment like culture, religion, sociality,
family etc. his spiritual development will be
for some time stopped. In same way, when
the culture and or religion are like dictator
they can stop the spiritual development for
many countries and long time. Such
institutions like churches create their own
semi-truth in form of rules or holy scriptures
what the members of the church have to
believe, This situation was given in Europe
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in the last 1600 years.

In this publication, | try to explain how it was
possible to make the religion blind for Spirit
but open for maoney and political and military
power. The roots of this this darkness will
be found in the European history and

psychology.
1. History of Europe

The history of Europe which is important for
the understanding of its spirituality has its
roots in ancient Greece and the Roman
Empire. After this was the Middle Ages called
also the Dark Age, Renaissance and finally
the industrial age. Each of these periods had
its own general and specific influence over
the European psychology, religion and
spirituality (5).

1.1 Ancient Greece,

The Ancient Greece was undisputable the
birth place of today's Europe. In the time
12t century BC to 600 AD a unigue culture
in world history was created. The Greece
philosaophy was the foundation of Western
logic, the Greece philosopher are till today
unbeatable. Plato, Socrates and many other
masters could formulate the mental and
spiritual needs and also give some suitable
answers (6). But this philosophy was never
connected to the Greece religion, they went
almost different ways.

The ancient Greece religion was a beautiful
mythology with gods which were fighting,
among themselves and also with people —
for power, respect etc. But even this
mythology underwent a big inflation and for
the Greece people with the time was very
difficult to believe such stories where
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powerful gods are killing innocent peaple.

This is the first difference to the Indian
culture and religion: in the West, religion
was a compilation of stories with only a
little spirituality, the philosophy was
much maore developed but not connected
with religion. In the East philosophy and
religion were always connected and
developed for the spiritual needs of all Hindu
people.

1.2. Roman Empire

The Roman Empire was the second big
European civilization. In the tome from 27
BC to 480 AD Rom was the capitol and ruler
of all known world: Afrika, Europe, Asia.

The Roman Empire was a political, social
and economic construct which backbone
was military power. The soldiers of the
Roman Empire could conguer many
countries in the ancient time, and also rule
it many hundred years (7). This was possible
by using unlimited violence. The punishment
for all enemies of any kind was terrible.
Crucifying and many another method of
terror were their daily tools.

In this time was born the Christian Avatar
Jesus Christ (ca. & BC) who lived 33 years till
his death on the cross (8), (9). After his death,
the Christianity was developing slowly but
successfully. As new religion in the Roman
Empire, the Christianity was not tolerated,
sometimes persecuted und many Christians
killed, However, the political and social
situation for the new Christianity was very
difficult, it was also a chance for the
members of the Christian church to develop
a real spiritual resistance, humbleness, belie
etc. (10).

This situation changed from white to black,
when The Roman Empire 380 AD declared
Christianity as state religion (7). In very short
time the Christianity changed fram
persecuted to the biggest persecutor. As
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only one respected religion, now the
Christianity, was persecuting another
religions.

This is the second difference to the Indian
culture. From 380 AD, the Christianity was
declared for the only one and best religion.
The spiritual humbleness changed in to pride
and corruption. The spiritual development
was stopped itself by the church: another
thinking as allowed by Rome was punished.
This situation was much intensified in the
Middle Ages. The Indian spiritual plurality
could in such situation never develop.

1.3 The Middle Ages

The Middle Ages is the time ca 800 to 1500
AD. In Europe, developed cities with their
infrastructure. Mew streets, building, castles,
education, trade and never-ending wars are
like business card for that time, But the
education was possible only for the monks,
they have been the backbone for the
European culture (11).

I this time, the Catholic church was able to
collect and control almost unlimited power
in Europe. The pope, Catholic leader In
Vatican, was deciding who can be a king in
particular countries, charging for this money.
Pop’s decisions changed in indisputable new
law for all. In this time, the Roman church
was ruler directly in all politics. In religion
changed the lesus's gospel of love and
forgiveness in to criminal and pathological
persecution.

For this pathological persecution, the Roman
Catholic Church developed the Holly
Inquisition, the mast criminal chapter known
in the human history, Inquisition was a group
of institutions within the government system
of the Catholic Church whose aim was to
combat heresy (12), and heresy was all what
the Catholic church did not like. The pictures
down are showing some of these methods.
Some researchers estimate the number of
Catholic victims equal to 75.000.000 people.
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Methods of killing by the Cath

Killing all these innocent people the
inguisitors explained: there are working in
the name of God and the Catholic church,
for cleaning keeping the whole planet ready
for the second coming of Christ.

This nonsense of course was not an
environment for welcoming God and no any
foundation for the spiritual development

This is the third difference to the Indian
culture and religion. In the Indian
subcontinent, the Aryan Vedas could develop
in to The Upanishads, The Ramayana, The
Mahabharata in a pluralistic and tolerant
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culture. The spiritual progress was always
given, till today. In Europe, the smallest
difference to the Catholic Church was
punished with such violence, which Indian
culture simply cannot imagine. This catholic
pathological violence influenced negatively
the European psychology for many hundred

years.
1.3 Modern Europe

The modern Europe time consists of
Renaissance, Reformation, Imperialism, the
time of World War 1 and 2, and the current
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time {11).

In all these subparts of the history of the
modern Europe the Catholic church was
lasing its power and influence (14). The
internal theological problems in the church
and many social problems outside caused
the division of the old church in to the
Protestant churches and the old Roman
Catholic church (15). With the time not only
the political monopoly was broken but also
its influence in many social parts of life {.
However, the fight for keeping the old power
was never given up. The most significant
example for preserving the old dark ideas
was Italian scientist Giordano Bruno. For
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In the 19“" and Itlth century the use of
pathalogical eriminal methods changed in
to a very deep psychological influence which
caused today’s European thinking. The new
methods are in the modern Europe almost
as successful as before the physical violence
in the Middle Ages.

The main point in the Catholic church is to
believe! To believe in church, because only
the church can show the way to God. These
people (any people: protestant Christian,
Hindu, Buddhist etc.] who do not believe
in the Catholic church will go to the hell for
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researching in science, very special in
astranomy the Catholic church sentenced
him to death and burned alive in 1600 AD
{13). Glordano Bruno as sclentist in modemn
Europe who made foundation for the prove
that the Earth is revolving around the Sun
and not the Sun around the Earth. This did
not like the church because the pope on the
Earth wanted to the center of the whole
universe. With this and many thousands
another absurd views the Catholic Church
tried to be the representative of God on the
Earth or even God himself. The Catholic pope
let call himself the Holly Father, the Name
or title used in the Bible only for the highest
God,

Giordano Bruno sentenced to death by the Cotholic church ot 1600 AD

eternal punishment. With this conception
creating human psychological fear the
Catholic church is ruling today almost one
billion people.

1. Psychological consequences
of European an and Catholic church
history for the Western spirituality

Concluding the European and Catholic
church history, it is very easy to understand
that in this culture was never suitable space
for really deep spirituality. The tine of
tolerance in Ancient Greece was followed
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by the time of Roman Empire. The
persecuted church after changing into state
religion persecuted many million people in
the name of irrational ideas. In the Middle
Ages, the persecution reached the pick of
violence, the holy Inguisition killed in the
name of church and God even whaole
population of villages or cities. In the modern
time, these methods changed more in to
psychological methods.

Having monopoly in religion it was very easy
for the church to create a theology of fear.
The Roman Empire time was teaching the
Catholic church how to use violence. In the
Middle Ages, the church was the perfect
killing machine.

However, every religion has many faces, so
also the Roman Catholic Church. Nobody
wants to deny the importance of the Gospels
and the New Testament. The message of
love, forgiveness, brotherhood influenced
and changed life of many million pecple in
Europe. The New Testament was and is till
today the main source of spirituality for all
Christians.

How it was possible that tis message of love
could be so much abused by the Catholic
administration in Vatican?

From the psychological point of view, we
can find some tools: control and
punishment.

1 Control

If any organization, country or dictator want
to rule any system like country or religion a
perfect control is needed. A smallest
deviation from the given rules could very
fast change the system and consequently
the rulers will lose their power. Using today’s
time there are many examples of such
dictators in Afrika.

For this control, the Catholic church
developed a theology of fear: “if vou do not
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do what the Catholic church is telling you,
you will get God’s eternal punishment in
the hell”. The well-developed system of
churches even in the smallest village was
putting this idea in the consciousness and
subconsciousness of the whole Christian
population. Till today only a few people in
the western countries can resist this
nonsense. This is the psychological result of
the real fear of artificial eternal punishment.

2. Punishment

The Catholic methods of physical
punishment in the Middle Ages and
psychological punishment in the modern
time are massive.

Cutting the body in small parts alive ar
burning alive, people cannot resist. The pain
is 50 huge that we do everything to avoid
it. S0, people believe anything what they
will be given to believe. This very sad
situation is due to some religious dictators
and general darkness in Western spirituality.

Conclusion

Generally, we divide the world into the West
and the East. This is not only a geographical
business but a division rooted in extremely
different ways of thinking about ourselves
and God.

If the humanity wants to search for God and
explore the deepest foundation of its
existence a social and political freedom is
needed. Such freedom was given in the
Indian subcontinent and by this freedom
was again the foundation for the mental
and spiritual freedom. The Vedas were
enriched with the Upanishads, The
Upanishads with the Bhagavad Gita. The
Indian masters of the modern time like
Paramahansa Ramakrishna, Swami
Vivekananda, Swami Shivananda or
Paramahansa Yogananda and 5ri Aurobindo
united in the Advaita Vedanta Philasophy
are giving the highest Truth, but they never
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pushad anybody or use violence to follow
them. Peaple should decide what they like
more; in Indian subcontinent, this freedom
was always given and concluded in
permanently development in spirituality up
to Advaita Vedanta.

In Europe with too much powerful Christian
church a real spirituality till today could not
develop. Artificial theclogy and superstition
in practical religion will always by a primitive
pre-religion.

In the modemn time in the Western countries
some people abandon the Christian churches
in search for the eternal Truth. They turn to

philosophy, which is very away fram real
religion, or start to study the Eastern cultures.

Spiritual conclusion

From this point of view the Indian people
could ask the Western people: What did you
do with yvour Avatar Jesus Christ's Gospel of
eternal love. And the Western people not
having any suitable answer could replay: O
Indian people, how much you love your
Avatars —5ri Rama, 5ri Krishna, Paramahansa
Ramakrishna, Paramahansa Yogananda,
Swami Vivekananda, Swami Shivananda, 5ri
Chaitanya, Sri Aurobindo etc. Mone of them
you killed.
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